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In this Table, the female population has been
excluded from both the employable and the work-
ing groups because of the inaccuracy of the census
returns in' this respect. "Women are engaged in
agricultural operations spasmodically, and there
is a general desire to discount their work. The
percentage of the unemployed among the male
population has just doubled in the last forty years.
In the fifth place, it has to be remembered

that the standard of living of
Standard   India's population is very low.

Shah and Kambatta,1 two of
India's leading economists whose estimates have
been generally accepted, put the average income
per head for the period 1900-01 to 1920-21 at
Rs, 74 per annum. The latest unofficial estimate
put the annual per capita income in 1931 at Rs. 62,
with a margin error of 6 per cent.2

But these figures do not give any idea of the
actual share received by each individual, and
its relation to his needs. Shah also calculated
the distribution of the national wealth and he

1  Shah and Kambatta, The Wealth and Taxable Capacity
of India^ p.  201.
2 V. K. R. Y. Rao, National Income  of British India  in
1931-32, p. 185,